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Christ’s Love, Our Calling
Read: James 5:7-11

The Hardest Thing to Do is . . . Waaait! The Hardest Thingto Do is . . .
Waaaait! The Hardest Thing to Do is Waaaaait!

James 5:7-10 (EHV)

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for
the valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early
and late rain. You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord
is near. Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged.
Look! The Judge is standing at the doors! Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord as an example of suffering with patient endurance.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Centuries If you have a dog, you know one of the hardest things to teach it is patience. But it
can be done! You might've seen a video of a dog with a treat on its nose while its owner says,
“Wait . . . waaaait . . . waaaaait . . . OKAY!” Then the dog flips the treat into the air and gobbles
it up. The dog gets rewarded for waiting!

But patience isn’t just hard for dogs, it's hard for us too. This time of year, we feel it even more.
Christmas presents are wrapped already . . . but you can’t open them yet. You might be super
excited for grandparents to visit . . . but you have to wait for them to arrive. You might love
Christmas Eve church or Christmas Day worship . . . but you have to wait for the day to get
here.

Our Bible reading for today talks about patience. Being patient is a good thing—but it's only
really worth it when the person making the promise is someone you can trust. Sometimes
people make promises they can’t keep, and that makes us sad.

But God says, “Be patient until the coming of the Lord.” God promises that one day Jesus will
come back in glory, with his angels. He will make a new heaven and a new earth. He promises
that everyone who believes in him will live with him forever.

But . . . we have to wait. And it’s not time yet.
So what do we do while we wait?

We keep listening to God’s Word.

We keep living as God’s children.

We keep fighting against sin.

We forgive others—and they forgive us.

We keep going, day after day, with Jesus helping us.



The prophets in the Bible had to wait too—they waited hundreds of years for Jesus’ first coming!
And just like a farmer waits for his crops to grow, we wait for Jesus to return. The world is
getting ready, and so are we.

Being patient isn’t easy, but we know something important: God ALWAYS keeps his promises.
Not one of his promises has ever failed—and they never will.

So we wait . . . but we wait with excitement, because we know Jesus really is coming again!

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.

Questions for Younger Children

e Why does a farmer have to wait for the harvest? (Because plants need time to grow—
harvest only happens when the crop is ready!)

e Are you excited for Christmas? Why do we have to wait for it? (Because Christmas
comes at a set time—waiting builds excitement!)

Questions for Elementary Age Children

e What will Jesus do on judgment day? (He will come back in glory, take believers to
heaven, and make everything new.)

e Why shouldn’t we complain about each other? (God wants us to love, forgive, and be
patient—just like he is patient with us.)

Questions for Middle School and Above

e Name three things you’re looking forward to when Jesus comes back. (Ideas: No
sadness, seeing Jesus, heaven, new earth, no sin, joy forever.)

e What should we do while we wait for Jesus to return? (Keep believing, keep learning
God'’s Word, love others, forgive, and trust Jesus.)

Closing Prayer:

Lord Jesus, please help us be patient. You promised to come back and make a brand-new
heaven and earth where there is no sin or sadness. Help us believe and trust your promises
every day and find strength in daily living. Amen.



