
                                                

 

Read: Acts 2:14a,32-41 
 

What Should We Do?  

Acts 2:36,37 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 

and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

It’s a day off from school, a day off from work, what should we do? Should we head to the park? 

Go to the movie theater for popcorn and a show? What a fun decision. But imagine that a doctor 

has just given you some bad news. “Uh-oh, what should we do?” you ask him. The question 

becomes much more serious. 

Peter was talking to a large crowd of people. He explained Jesus’ death and resurrection to 

them. Peter had seen these things with his own eyes! He gave the crowd proof that Jesus was 

the perfect match for all the Old Testament prophecies. He is the Savior! This good news is for 

everyone. Jesus’ work gives hope to the whole world. 

But here’s the “uh-oh”: Peter was talking to the same crowd who rejected Jesus earlier. They 

felt terrible. The Bible says they were cut to the heart. “What should we do?” the people 

wondered. This was a serious question. They knew they had sinned against God. They wanted 

to know if it was too late for them. They wanted to know if there was any hope.  

We might feel the same way when we think about our sins. The guilt makes us feel terrible! 

Sometimes, we try to make up for our sins. Maybe I can fix this on my own! We know sin is 

serious and we want to do something to get rid of that guilt. Can we be forgiven? Is there hope 

for us? 

Peter’s words gave those them hope. “Repent and be baptized… for the forgiveness of your 

sins.” God connects his Word with the water of Baptism to give us new life in him. Our sins are 

forgiven. We are baptized into this same hope. Our sins are forgiven, and we have a new life.  

So, what should we do? Take this good news to heart. “God made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Though our sins are serious, God has forgiven them. Study the 

Bible to learn more about Jesus, your Savior. Rejoice that through Baptism, God has forgiven 

your sins and made you his dear child. And share this good news with others. 

  



 

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by 

age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire. 

Questions for the Younger Children 

• Peter told the crowd some good news. What good news do you have to share?  

• Ask you parents to tell you about your baptism. Why is it so important? 

 

Questions for Elementary Age Children 

• What does it mean to repent? 

• What day was your baptism? How could you celebrate it as your “second birthday”?   

 

Questions for Middle School and Above 

• What can you take with you from today’s devotion the next time guilt weighs on your 

heart? 

• Think of one way that will help you remember your baptism every day for the rest of this 

week. 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear God, please help me take to heart the good news that my sins are forgiven. Encourage me 

to focus on the certain hope of heaven. Amen.   


