
                                                

 

Read: Acts 10:34-38 
 

The Anointed One  

Acts 10:37,38 

You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were 

under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

In our last devotion, we heard about some of the people that God chose to be his special 

servants. How did those servants know that God had chosen them? How did all of the people 

around them know? 

Sometimes God showed who he had chosen by anointing that person. Here’s how it was done: 

a bowl of olive oil would be poured on top of their head, dripping down and drenching them from 

head to toe! 

How would you like it if someone poured a bowl full of olive oil on your head? It would probably 

feel pretty strange and slimy as it ran down your face and onto your clothes. 

It might seem strange to us, but during Old Testament times, it was a very special and important 

thing to have someone pour oil on your head. It meant that you had been chosen by God to 

accomplish an important mission, like being a priest or a king. 

Just like all of God’s servants in the Old Testament were pointing ahead to God’s perfect 

Servant, Jesus, all the people who were anointed in the Old Testament pointed ahead to the 

perfect Anointed One. 

Did you know that two of Jesus’ titles, “Messiah” and “Christ,” both mean “Anointed One”? 

Jesus truly is God’s Anointed One! 

Jesus, though, wasn’t anointed with oil. Jesus was anointed with water. John the Baptist poured 

water on Jesus’ head to show that Jesus had been chosen by God to accomplish an important 

mission, the most important mission of all—saving the world. 

But Jesus was anointed with more than just water. Our Bible reading tells us that he was 

anointed “with the Holy Spirit and power.” Jesus showed his power by healing people who were 

sick and setting people free from the power of the devil. Later, he showed his power by rising 

from the dead. 



Did you know that you’re an anointed one too? You haven’t been anointed with oil. Like Jesus, 

you were anointed when you were baptized and water was poured on your head. That means 

that you are a holy priest. You are a royal king or queen in God’s kingdom. And you have a 

special mission to accomplish—living each day of your life as the special person that God made 

you to be. 

 

 

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by 

age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire. 

Questions for the Younger Children 

• You know when your birthday is, but do you know when your baptism day is? Ask your 

parents to tell you if you don’t know. 

• Why is it so special to know that you are baptized? 

 

Questions for Elementary Age Children 

• In today’s reading, the apostle Peter is giving a brief summary of Jesus’ life. If you were 

telling someone about Jesus because they don’t know anything about him, what details 

from his life would you include? Why? 

• What does it mean to live as a baptized child of God? 

 

Questions for Middle School and Above 

• Though you don’t offer animal sacrifices, how do you serve as a priest in God’s 

kingdom? (Hint: how can you help be a link between someone who needs a Savior?) 

• Though you don’t sit on a golden throne, how do you serve as a king or queen in God’s 

kingdom? (Hint: how can you help lead and guide someone into God’s kingdom?) 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Jesus, you are the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One. Give me your power so that I live 

each day as your special, holy child. Amen. 


