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Read: Isaiah 7:10-14

Did You Forget?

Isaiah 7:13,14
Listen now, you house of David. ... the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look!
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

A new church came to a town offering perfectly designed music, lights, sights, and sounds for
worship. Their musicians were talented, their church members very friendly, their pastor a really
good speaker. On a giant billboard next to their church, they advertised to the thousands of cars
driving by: “Not your grandma’s church.” They’re saying that their worship and church were
more exciting than the memories of the church your grandmother grew up in.

It's possible that some people decided to attend church there because of their advertising “Not
your grandma’s church.” Maybe some people went there not because that church is better—but
that it's simply different from what they knew growing up. Is it also possible that they forgot the
blessings—the Jesus—that their grandparents tried to teach them? Is it possible for people to
forget about the blessings that Jesus gives through his Word and sacraments because they get
distracted by something that feels easier and more entertaining?

It's not the first time that’s happened.

In our reading from Isaiah chapter 7, we hear about a wicked king hamed Ahaz. He forgot about
the blessings God promised to his great-great-great grandfather, King David. Ahaz worshiped
other gods and forgot about the promised Messiah, who would come from David’s family.

In his grace, God sends Isaiah to remind King Ahaz: “Listen now, you house of David. ... the
Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and name him Immanuel.”

Maybe your grandparents grew up Lutheran. Maybe your grandparents aren’t Christian at all.
But either way, we need reminding today. We need to be reminded that church is the place
where God’s Word is preached, where God’s work takes center stage, where Christ forgives our
sins and gives his personal assurance of it in his miraculous meal called the Lord’s Supper.

This time of year God reminds us: The Lord himself has promised a miraculous baby, the
Messiah. This one is Immanuel—God with us.

That’s the message we all need, grandmothers and grandchildren alike: Immanuel has come to
live among us!



The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.

Questions for the Younger Children

¢ Name two actions that we do in the worship service on Sunday mornings. Which is your
favorite?

¢ What kind of things do you like to be reminded of? What good thing did God remind us
about in our devotion today?

Questions for Elementary Age Children

¢ Why do we need to be reminded of good things?
e What is one thing that God reminds us about during the worship service?

Questions for Middle School and Above

¢ In the Words of Institution, after promising his body and blood are present in the Lord’s
Supper, Jesus says: “Do this in remembrance of me.” Why is Jesus so concerned that
Christians remember him?

o What can our family do to help remember Jesus on a more regular basis?

Closing Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank you for living among us during your ministry; thank you for continuing to be in
the midst of your people in Word and sacrament, and thank you for reminding us of your grace
this Advent season. Amen.



