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Read: Acts 16:6-10

Me? A Missionary?

Acts 16:9-10

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at
once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to
them.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Paul was a missionary. A missionary is a person sent by a church into an area to share the
gospel (that's God’s good news that our sins are forgiven and that heaven is ours). Paul spent
years traveling from place to place telling people about the gospel. But it wasn’t easy. He
traveled mostly by walking. He depended on others to provide food and a place to stay. Do you
wonder how he knew where to go? He didn’t have Google maps! The Bible tells us that the Holy
Spirit guided his journeys. We don’t know exactly how the Holy Spirit did so, except in today’s
reading. We're told that the Holy Spirit gave a vision of a man from Macedonia begging Paul to
come and help. It's hard to imagine what that would have been like!

What did Paul do? He went. He journeyed to Macedonia to preach to the people there. He went
where the Holy Spirit led him. In a span of 17 years, Paul traveled about 10,000 miles to share
the gospel. God blessed his work in spite of the challenges Paul and his friends faced, including
being arrested, jailed, beaten, shipwrecked, and run out of towns.

How about us? When we read about Paul, the stories are remarkable! He faced so many
dangers and still worked everyday to tell others about their Savior. It would be easy to say that
we can’t do what Paul did. To pick up, leave, and spend our lives on foot, telling people about
Jesus seems like too big of a task. Even though God may not provide us with a vision, he still
asks us to preach and share the gospel. For most of us, we know people in our own
neighborhood or in our family that need to hear about their Savior. We don’t need to be a pastor
or teacher to share Jesus. We can tell our friends and those in our family. When someone is
discouraged or worried, we can share how much God loves them and watches over them.
When great things happen, we can celebrate with them and thank God for those blessings. You
and | are part of God’s team of missionaries and can tell others how much God loves them,
what Jesus did for them, how God forgives them, and God’s promise to be with us in all things.

So, missionaries, who can you tell? What opportunities might you have to share a simple
message of God’s grace with others? Ask God to help you to see those opportunities and to be
eager and excited to tell others about Jesus their Savior.



The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.

Questions for the Younger Children

¢ What do you think would be really great about being a missionary?
e You can be a missionary starting now. What is the most important thing you can tell your
friends and others about God?

Questions for Elementary Age Children

e It's easy to think that the work of telling others is for our pastor and others who serve at
our church. Today, we were reminded that we are missionaries as well. What’s the
hardest thing about sharing your faith with your friends and others?

¢ What would help you be more confident in sharing your faith?

Questions for Middle School and Above

e Sometimes sharing faith happens with someone we know is going through a difficult
time. Think of a friend who was struggling with something. What did you say, or could
you have said, to encourage their faith?

e Discuss at least two ways your family can share your faith with others. How can having
others with you help?

Closing Prayer:
Dear Father, thank you for missionaries like Paul who served you with faith and trust. Help us to
trust you to be with us and help us to be excited to tell others about you. Amen.



