Read: Isaiah 12:1-6

Someone Who Likes To Be Praised
Isaiah 12:4,5
Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he
has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done
glorious things; let this be known to all the world.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
“You did a fantastic job! I’m so proud of you! You worked really hard, and your hard work is
paying off!” It’s fun to be praised, isn’t it? It’s encouraging when you do something well and
other people notice. It makes you feel good to have your efforts recognized.
We aren’t the only ones who like to be praised. In today’s verses, Isaiah tells the people of
Israel that God also likes to be praised. Isaiah encourages them to give praise to the LORD and
proclaim his name, to tell others how great God is. Now it’s your turn. Here are three questions:
Why do we give praise to the LORD? Isaiah answers: “for he has done glorious things”—lots of
amazing things, big and small. God the Father gave us everything that we need for our life and
protects us from evil every day. God the Son became a human being, lived a perfect life and
took away our sins. God the Holy Spirit brings the words of the Bible into our hearts so we can
believe.
How do we give praise to the LORD? Isaiah answers that question too: “make known among the
nations what he has done.” When we recognize everything we have comes from God and when
we share the good news of Jesus with others, we give praise to the LORD!
When do we give praise to the LORD? To answer this question, we need to know a little more
about Isaiah. He had to speak some very harsh words to his people because they needed to
repent. He knew that they would face some tough times because of it. But even in the midst of
these hard times, the people of Israel were still called upon to praise the LORD.
The same is true for us today. No matter whether you feel happy or you’re sad and dealing with
something very hard, you still have reason to praise the LORD —to thank God for everything
he’s done for you. If you’ve already forgotten, go back to the “why” question. Then praise him at
home with your family, at school with your friends, and at church with your brothers and sisters
in Christ. Praise him for loving you and adopting you as his child. Praise him for all the glorious
things he’s done!

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.
Questions for the Younger Children
•
•

We all like to be praised. According to Isaiah, who else likes to be praised?
When should we give praise to the LORD?

Questions for Elementary Age Children
•
•

What does it mean to praise God’s name?
Name one specific thing you can do tomorrow to praise God.

Questions for Middle School and Above
•
•

TRUE or FALSE: Praising God is best when things are going really well in life.
Think of one thing for which you can you praise each person of the Triune God: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Closing Prayer:
LORD, we have so many reasons to praise you! Help us to praise you in every situation, and
give us the courage to tell others of the glorious things you have done. Amen.

