
                                                

 

Read: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

Believe the Promise Maker  

Hebrews 11:8,9a,10 

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made 

his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country… For he was looking 

forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Have you ever been on a hike with your family? Some hiking trails are short and easy with few 

hills and clear paths. Other hiking trails are more treacherous with steep inclines and winding 

paths obstructed by tree limbs or roots. Regardless of the difficulty of the trail, you probably 

want an adult or parent to guide you, especially if you don’t know where you’re going. When you 

have a guide, you can move forward because you trust the one leading you.  

Abraham went on a long journey. God promised him and his descendants a land that they 

would call their own, a land so bountiful that all their needs would be met. But can you walk in 

Abraham’s sandals for a minute?  

Abraham didn’t know much about this land. He had never been there. There were no maps for 

him to follow and no pictures for him to look at. He didn’t get to decide if it looked like a land that 

would be best for his family, like you and your family do before planning a vacation or moving. 

He wasn’t able to talk to anyone who had been there to get advice. He knew he would feel like a 

stranger in this land. Why would he go with little to no knowledge of this place?  

Count how many times the phrase “by faith” is used in Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16. Clearly, God is making 

a point with this repeated phrase. Faith in God enabled Abraham to move forward, to take one 

step after another. He knew that God was his guide. He trusted God to lead and provide for him 

and his family. Abraham believed that God knew what was best and had many good things 

waiting for Abraham and his family.  

Abraham’s journey also taught him that this earth was not his forever home. When Abraham 

and his family arrived in this land, they made their home as strangers in a strange land. They 

knew that this was only a temporary home. Our text tells us that Abraham was looking forward 

to “the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.” God promised him a forever 

home—heaven! Abraham saw beyond this world and pressed on, trusting that his eternal home 

was waiting in heaven.  

Like Abraham, we believe that the town or building in which we live on this earth is only a 

temporary home. Christians sometimes feel like strangers as we live in this world. Though our 



lives in this sinful world might be filled with the ups and downs, the end of our journey is just the 

beginning of our life in heaven. That is a home worth waiting for, and it’s all yours through faith 

in Jesus! Let’s journey together with God as our guide! 

 

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by 

age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire. 

Questions for the Younger Children 

• How would you feel if God told you leave your home and live somewhere else like he 

told Abraham?  

• Why did Abram confidently go where God told him? 

 

Questions for Elementary Age Children 

• Discuss why Abraham might have felt like a stranger in a foreign country? 

• According to the devotion, how should we view our life on earth? 

 

Questions for Middle School and Above 

• “By faith” many Bible heroes followed God. Discuss what you are doing right now in your 

life “by faith.” 

• Discuss with your family how talking about our final and forever home in heaven actually 

makes our daily lives better. 

 

Closing Prayer:  

O Lord, give us faith like Abraham’s that follows where you lead and holds to your promise of 

heaven. We praise you for your goodness to us. Amen. 


