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Read: Hebrews 5:7-10 
 

Jesus Suffered and Became the Source of Our Salvation 

Hebrews 5:8-9 

Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

It was 1925 in Alaska, and Leonhard Seppala was driving a sled pulled by dogs. They ran for 

260 miles—five times as long as an average sled dog ride. While Mr. Seppala and his dogs 

were driving their sled, the temperature was −85 °F (−65 °C). They went through a lot of pain 

and danger, but they reached their goal. They made it to their hometown of Nome, Alaska. What 

motivated them to do that? They weren’t they racing to win a trophy. They weren’t trying to get 

bragging rights. Their motivation was people who needed them. Many children in Nome were 

sick, and Mr. Seppala carried medicine for their sickness. After he made it home, any children 

who came to him could get better. 

Jesus also endured a lot of pain. Picture him in your imagination, kneeling on the ground and 

praying to his Father in heaven. In one more day, he will suffer and die on the cross. Because 

Jesus is God, he knows exactly what will happen to him. He will get hurt, and his heavenly 

Father will abandon him. Jesus will experience hell, and then he will die. What motivated Jesus 

to do all that? You. You motivated him. 

The Bible says, “Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once 

made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.” (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

When it says he was “made perfect,” it doesn’t mean that Jesus became less sinful. He never 

sinned at all. “Made perfect” is the Bible’s way of saying that Jesus made it to his goal. And his 

goal was to save you. When his body was hurting, you motivated him to keep going. When he 

felt all alone, he thought of you to inspire him. Jesus knew that you were much sicker than those 

children in Alaska. All people are sick with sin, and Jesus’ big goal was to save us so we could 

be with him in heaven. He did. 

Now that Jesus accomplished his goal, any sinner can go to Jesus and be forgiven. Jesus 

suffered to become the source of our salvation. 
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The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by 

age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire. 

Questions for the Younger Children 

• What did Jesus do to save us? 

• Who can go to Jesus to be saved? 

 

Questions for Elementary Age Children 

• What does it mean that Jesus was made perfect? 

• What motivated Jesus through his suffering? 

 

Questions for Middle School and Above 

• As true God, Jesus knew the future. As true man, Jesus had human feelings. How would 

both of those truths make his suffering difficult? 

• Describe an example of how Jesus’ obedience for you could motivate your obedience for 

him? 

 

Closing Prayer:  

Dear Jesus, thank you for suffering for us. Help us to go to you for all our needs, especially the 

forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 

 

Hymn: CW 110:1,2 – My Song is Love Unknown 

My song is love unknown, 

My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I 

That for my sake, 

My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die. 

He came from his blest throne 

Salvation to bestow, 

But such disdain! So few 

The longed for Christ would know! 

But oh, my friend, 

My friend indeed, 

Who at my need 

His life did spend! 


