Read: Acts 4:9-12

One Way
Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men
by which we must be saved.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The apostle Peter had quite the life. As a simple fisherman, he was called by Jesus to be one of
his first disciples and became one of his closest friends. He was an eyewitness to many of
Jesus’ miracles, most importantly his resurrection from the dead. During his ministry he
performed miracles through the power of the Holy Spirit and was an important leader of the
early Christian church.
Like us, Peter wasn’t perfect. There was the time he almost drowned after failing to fully trust
Jesus. He had a quick temper. He sometimes didn’t know when to be quiet. One time, Peter
even denied knowing Jesus. Peter was a sinner, but he was also a great man who is now with
Jesus in heaven.
You know what had nothing to do with him being saved? The fact he was a great man. Peter
knew this truth. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, Peter realized the only way to eternal life in
heaven is through trusting in Jesus, the risen Savior. This is the clear message he taught in our
reading for today and throughout his ministry.
Sadly, there are many people today who feel there are many ways to get to heaven. They
believe the way to heaven is like a mountain with many paths leading to the top. They are
convinced that it doesn’t matter what God you believe in, as long as you do the right thing and
are a good person, you can earn your way to heaven. This type of teaching is false and very
dangerous.
The Bible is clear that there is only one way to heaven, and that is through faith in Jesus. To the
unbelieving world this message is foolishness. As God’s children, this message brings us
peace. If our salvation was based on our goodness, there would be no hope for our future. We
sin each and every day by the hurtful words we speak and our unkind actions towards others.
That is what makes the message of Easter so remarkable. We have done nothing to deserve
God’s love and grace, yet he did everything necessary for us to be saved. We thank God the
Holy Spirit for leading us to trust in the only one who truly saves, Jesus!
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The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.
Questions for the Younger Children
•
•

Name one thing you did today that proves you sin.
How did Jesus save you from your sins?

Questions for Elementary Age Children
•
•

How do many people incorrectly believe that we can get to heaven?
Why do we have peace knowing that Jesus did everything needed for us to be saved?

Questions for Middle School and Above
•
•

Why do we say the message of Jesus is foolishness to the unbelieving world?
What do other religions teach about the way to get to heaven?

Closing Prayer:
Dear Holy Spirit, forgive us for the times we are tempted to believe we play a part in you
wanting to save us. Help us to trust in the only one who truly saves, our Savior Jesus. Amen.
Hymn: CW 76:3,4 – Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
Jesus! Name of priceless worth
To the fallen here on earth
For the promise that it gave,
“Jesus shall his people save.”
Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby all, to sin enslaved,
Burst their fetters and are saved.
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