Read: Genesis 3:8-15

God Promised to Crush Satan
Genesis 3:15
And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
“Satan made me do it.”
“Satan did this to me.”
When someone is trying to explain why they did something wrong, those phrases might come in
handy! The first phrase suggests Satan can have influence on your thoughts, words, and
actions. The second phrase demonstrates he’s powerful and he’s against you.
The truth is, Satan can’t make you do it (as if you have no choice!). Satan never appears in a
red suit with horns and a pitchfork to say, “Hi. I’m Satan and I’m here to ruin your life.” Much like
a fisherman, he hides his hook with something attractive and appetizing. He says, “You are your
own person. You don’t have to listen to your mom or dad or anybody else over you.” He wants
you to take his bait like Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden. He hopes you think he is
strong and that you feel you’re stuck in a mess with no way out.
Thank God he stepped in with the world-changing announcement in Genesis 3:15. He promised
this is how the conflict would end between Jesus and Satan: “He will crush your head, and you
will bruise his heel.” To crush a body part means to step on it. Jesus would crush Satan’s head.
Satan would crush Jesus’ heel. But there’s a difference in stepping on someone’s head and
stepping on someone’s heel. Crushed heels hurt but will heal. You’ll survive. Jesus would
receive such an injury. The sting of his suffering was real. His death was crushing. But he
survived when he rose from the dead and ascended to heaven. Satan, however, lost his head.
The gravestone that rolled aside to show Jesus to be alive is the same one that crushed Satan’s
head.
Satan can try to make you do and say things that make you think he’s powerful. But he can’t
change anyone who clings to Jesus in faith. Satan knows he is beaten. He knows Jesus freed
us and now we’re safe!
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How can you stay close to the Crusher today? How can you live confidently in Jesus’ victory
today?

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.
Questions for the Younger Children
•
•

Who promised to crush Satan?
How did Jesus crush Satan?

Questions for Elementary Age Children
•
•

Do you think Satan is scary? Why or why not?
What can you do when you are afraid of Satan?

Questions for Middle School and Above
•
•

Explain a way Satan still tries to crush your spirit.
Describe what it looks like to live everyday knowing that Jesus crushed Satan. What
does this mean for how we can approach life?

Closing Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you for crushing Satan! You went through so much to do that. Keep me safe
from Satan always. Let me live confidently today that you have already beaten Satan. Amen.
Hymn: CW 146:1 – His Battle Ended There
His battle ended there, death was overcome
Jesus, alive again, wore the victor’s crown.
Clearly sin had failed; Goodness had prevailed.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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