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Read: John 1:43-51

Come and See

John 1:43-46
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow

me.

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael
and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom
the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Trey and Deanna looked at each other with panic in their eyes. They had been separated from
their dad for almost 20 minutes now. It was a really big mall, and they really didn’t know where
he was. They realized they were lost, and they were now very scared.

The brother and sister rushed up and down the different hallways of the mall, darting in and out
of the different stores. This went on for a while until finally Trey ran over to his sister and shared
the good news with Deanna, “I found someone who can help! | found the mall security guard
who will lead us safely back to dad!” Deanna was surprised, “Really? No way!” “Yes, really!
Come and see!” Within minutes the brother and sister had both met the security guard who then
quickly helped them reunite with their dad. What a relief!

Even more scary than children being lost in a mall, all people are lost in this world. They are lost
in their sin and separated from our eternal Father in heaven. All of us sinners need someone to
rescue us and reconnect us with our God and Father! How scary!

But that’'s when Jesus enters the scene. By his grace, Jesus comes to find lost sinners like us,
just like he found Philip and Nathanael in the devotion for today. First Jesus found Philip and
told him, “Follow me.” Philip was so happy and excited about meeting the Savior that he ran to
tell Nathanael. Nathanael was unsure at first. “Really? No way!” But Philip told him, “Yes, really!
Come and see!” That’s when Nathanael went to meet Jesus for the first time as well. What a
reliefl What joy! They were no longer lost! They were now going to follow Jesus their Savior.

Jesus has called you to follow, too. No, he didn’t call you on FaceTime, send a SnapChat
message, or even say to you “Follow me,” the last time you were shopping at the grocery store.
Instead, Jesus called out to you in his Word. He called you through a pastor who baptized or
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taught you or through your parents, grandparents, or teachers who taught you. Through the
power of his Word in the Bible and in Baptism, Jesus revealed himself to you and said, “Follow
me!” And by grace, God has given you faith to believe and follow Christ! That's why you are
called a Christian. What a reliefl What joy! And now, what an opportunity to go and tell others
about Jesus, just like Philip, “Come and see!”

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.

Questions for the Younger Children

o Why were Philip and Nathanael so excited to meet Jesus?
¢ Who is someone you would like to know about Jesus?

Questions for Elementary Age Children

¢ What exactly does it mean to “follow” Jesus?
e Explain how Jesus called you to follow him.

Questions for Middle School and Above

e The best news is news that you just have to share with someone else. What does that
statement mean, and how does it apply to your faith?

e Witnessing your faith doesn’t have to be difficult or scary. Sometimes it can be easy and
simple! Describe how you might be like Philip and simply say to someone, “Come and
see,” about Jesus.

Closing Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you for giving me faith to believe in and follow you. Help me to tell others to
‘come and see” what a loving Savior you are. Amen.

Hymn: CWS 735:1 — Speak, O Lord

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you

To receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;

Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us

All your purposes for your glory.
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