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Read: Acts 3:1-10

Powerful Words for You

Acts 3:6-8

Then Peter said, “Silver or gold | do not have, but what | do have | give you. In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and
instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to

walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising
God.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“Touch your nose and jump on one foot,” Lauren said. No one moved . . . except Zach. Zach did
just what Lauren said—he touched his nose and jumped on one foot. Everyone started
laughing. Zach joined them in laughing because he realized what he did wrong. Lauren didn’t
say the magic words, “Simon says.”

Do you like playing “Simon says”? Are you good at playing that game? It's very easy to play.
When the leader speaks those special words, “Simon says,” then you do whatever they say. If
the leader doesn’t say, “Simon says,” then you're not supposed to do what they say. It can be
very funny to watch a group of kids do all sorts of crazy and silly things when the leader speaks
those special words.

Peter spoke some special words in the story today. Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk.” Then amazingly, a man who was not able to walk his entire life suddenly got up
and walked around. He was so filled with joy that he went near God’s house, the temple, and
was walking, jumping, and praising God!

What Peter did wasn’t magic or part of a game. It wasn’t done by his own power either. Peter
healed the man with the power of Jesus. The same Jesus who healed people himself and who
healed us from our sins gave Peter the power to speak these words and heal this man. This
miracle helped to prove to other people how powerful Jesus is.

Jesus gives us powerful words to speak, too. We have his Word to share with other people. So
when you tell someone that Jesus is our Savior and they believe it, God used the message that
you spoke to work faith in their heart. When someone is mean to you and you say ‘| forgive
you,” that person is forgiven just as much as if Jesus himself would say it. That's powerful!
When a pastor baptizes someone and says, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit,” then God washes that person clean and welcomes them into his
family. That’s powerful!
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The words of Jesus are always powerful. That means the Bible is something for us to love and
treasure. It also means that we can boldly share his words with others. When we do these
things, we can trust that God will always be at work powerfully within us!

The questions below are to help families discuss this devotion. The questions are divided by
age group as suggestions, but anyone could reflect on any of the questions as they desire.

Questions for the Younger Children

¢ What was wrong with the man that Peter healed one day?
¢ How was Peter able to do this miracle?

Questions for Elementary Age Children

e How does God’s Word still work powerfully today?
e Why is knowing that God’s Word is powerful comforting to us?

Questions for Middle School and Above

o If God’'s Word is so powerful, why are some people still unbelievers?
o Describe what a Christian who is a bold witness for Jesus might do.

Closing Prayer:
Dear Lord, help me to treasure your Word and to trust its mighty power. Help me also to be
boldly share the good news of Jesus with others. Amen.

Hymn: CW 353:1,3 — Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Praise the one who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;

Praise the one who frees the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the one who preached the gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms and feeding thousands With the Father’s word of peace.

Let us praise the Word incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the one who makes us one.
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